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eisure Fulfillment for Handicapped ' 
and 

White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals - 
^ J Part I - The Conference 

V ■ ■ • 

t • 

John A. Nesbitt 

^ The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals, May 23-27, 1977, 
/provided* the means whereby people who are handicapped could press their 
concerns before the President, the Congress, the Federal -State Bureaucracy 
and the American People themselves. ^ • 

\ 

The Conference was mandated by Act of Congress in 1974. .-The White House 
Conference ha4 as its purpose: 1) to provide a national assessment of problems 
and poteAtials of individuals with mental or physical haJi(!it:aps; 2) to generate 
a national awareness of these problems and potentials; and 3) to make recommen- 
dations to the President and Congress which, if implemented, will enable 
'individuals with handicaps to live their lives independently, wit'h dignity and 
with full participation in community life to the greatest extent possible. 

ring the one-y«ar period pri^r to the convening of ^e Whitef House Con- 
ference, 56. state and trust territory conferences wete^field. Participants m 
these Xtate and territorial meetings adopted 24,000 recommendations and resolu- 
tions that were forwarded to WaShingtonr'D.C., to create the agenda for the 
White House Confer^ce.* These state and territorial meetings also elected 
State Delegates who cah-ied forward to the nations' s capital the concerns, needs 
, and aspirations of people who are handicapped at the local level. ^ >^ 

\ The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals was a major attempt 
hyr the Federal govemmejU^o learn and understand" the concern of 35 million 
l^ndicapped'' persons in €he Unitfed States. Eight hundred delegates from all ^ 
over the nation and more than 1,700 observers attended the five-day Conference. 
-Fifty percent of the- delegates^ were handicapped; twenty-five percent were 
parents or guardians of handicapped; and the remaining' twenty- five percent 
were professionals and others involved in jthe field of th* handicapped. Equitable 
delegate representation was provided for all catego'3fies of disability and for 
all handicapped minorities. * 

Means we:^ provided for the formation And verification of statements, 
position papers, resolutions^and recommendations. Th? Conference staff distilled 
the 24, 000 'state level recommfenaations into, a series of "issues/concerns/recoramen- 
dations" presented in printed workbooks. In turp/th^ Delegates ranked these" 
items. Th^^llective ratings will be published. New resolutions were generated 
through the workshops and the state- caucuses, for adoption by the entire Delegate 
Assembly. at the closing pliMiary session. 
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fThe Conference 
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The Opening Session of tfee -Conference was a -higi^biiit . President JinuBy 
Carter and the Secretary of the ' Departmen^t of Health, Education and Welfare, 
Mr. Joseph A. Califano, Jr., cited recent advances and spoke from' their hearts 
promising more progress. • " ' 

The following is extratted from President Carter's speech.' 

"For too long ha^wiicapped people have been deprived of a right to an- 
education; for too long handicapped people have»beeri excluded from the possi- 
bility of jobs and employment wh'ere they couli suppott themselves; for too 
•long handicapped people have been kept out of buildings, haye been kept off 
of streets and sidfewalks, have been excluded from private ind public-tr^spor- 
tation and havf been deprived of a simple right in many j^^tances just to 
consBunicate with one another. , / v u 

"...I, say to you tonight the time for discnlmiif6^on against the handi- 
capped in the United States is over. , ' / ^. , „ ^ *u 

"The Bill of Rights For Handicapped was spelled out -in Title V eft the 
Rehabilitation Act of 197S. and we are going to enforce thb regulations that 
are specified in that bill. We are going t(/enfotce the regulations that 
tear down the bai^^iers of architecture and we going to enforce the regula- 
tions that tear down the barrieiis of transportation. 

"It is almost inconceivable, and it is reflection op all of us in 
leadershij) positions that these basic right/ have' been delayed so long. JThes . ^ 
are not"times 'for thanksgiving, but for a /Sustained demand and a time to ass^^^^;- 
other opportunities- in the future. / r 'K' 

"The civil rights of handicapped persons is not the only element of tpfe j-^ 
"laws that have been put into effect. We have more than 100 different prof fains 
in the Federal Government already for the handicapped. They are 
by many different agencies. There- are a lot of different kinds, 
for the handicap of the same person, and that means that many of 
sought for a long time to take advantage of these jprograms which 
and my predecessors in the White House have passed have often ha 
or five or six different ageficies to ^et the simple treatment or^^ 
which you deserve under th^ law. i 

"It is time for us to- change that, and one of the very -goo 
the reorganization autl>6rity that Congress has no* given me is^. 
those programs for thjeS handicapped together ^ftto one agency so*T 
stand them and take /advantage of them. -I , • / ' / . - .^ 

"Your confere/ce is important. You W intelligent, cpiirageous leadersr 
but because you h^ve experienced suffering and because .you ftave overcome it. I 
think the recomnfendation/ that will be coding from you that will affect the - 
lives of many Millions oLfTeople now and/in the future will have that same - 

extra dimension. / ' • . . ^ ..„'\.,v,« 

"Our country needs, you and I, know .that you will never disappoint those wno 

look to yon for leadership." , • , ' . . ^ ^ 

. Tb^. following is reflective of t^le action-oriented character of the Con- 
ferenpe.. The next day, in response to President Carter's comments on coordination, 
Sena/or Jennings Randolph of West Virginia ;alon« wi|^ Senators Stafford of Vermont, 
JavZts of New York and Williams of New Jersey introduced in.<the Senate a bill <o- 
establish a National Center for the Handicapped to serve as a;cfentral office.to ^ 
■oordinate programs for the handicapped. 
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/ live Secretary of the U.S.^ DepaKment of Health, Education ^d. Welfare , 
' Mr. Joseph A. Califano, Jr., ,spoke next saying, 

♦'Last raontH, I signed a regulation implementing Sectioft 504" cJf the Rphal^ 
ili^ation Act of 1973. As you^ell know. Section 504 prohibits discri|inat.io* 
solely on the basis of handi(5ap against otherwise handicapped individOTls, i^' ^ . 
programs receiving Federal financial assistance. . 

"The 504 regulation^is landmark in the quest of handicapped citizens 
for equal' treatment, and it will be a fundamental guidepost to ^the new era of 
civil rights for the handicapped." 

(See full text of speech. Appendix A.) ' ^ 

During the next three days, the Conference wa^ addressed by a parade of 
• - national leaders such^ as Senator Jennings Randolph, Housing and Urban Develop- 
' ment Secretary Patricia Roberts Harris, Education Commissioner Ernest L.'Boy^jrs, 

• Veter^s Administration Administrator Max Cleland, Department of Transportation 
Secretary Barbara Harris and A. Dean Swift, President of Sears, Roebuck Company. 

, Leisure, Recceatipn", The Arts , ^ 

* 'Among the 800 elected State Delegetes attending the Cdnference,- there were 

six knovm recreation professionals and board Tftembers. 9f the. 1,700 observers • 
attending, recreation was represented by four full-time observers and six part- 
• time o'bservers. "The Arts -for Handicapped movementWas represented by. a nuinber 
of . delegates and oJijservers. The Recreation .and Cult^rar Vfcrtshops were attended 
by 'about 200 delegates and observers. - • - • - 

The pa/ftliat; Igisure plays in the life oi the person who is handicapped 
■ 'was animportant aspect of the work agenda ^ The jnajor features of the Conference 
' dealing with leisure included: ^ ' 

t 

' *Major One-Day Workshop on Regxeational Concerns. , 

" *Major One-Day Workshop on Cultural Concerns. ' ^_ 

*Artistic and Musical Presentation* by P.eople Who Are Handicapped 

'iSpecial Exhibits oi\ the Mountwood^Park for the Handicapped, West Virginia; 
the Children's Experimental'Work-shop (performing and applied arts training), 
. Washington D.C.; Arts for the Handicapped Projed^t, New York; and National 

■ ^ Park Service, Washington, D.C. "i ' . ^ . 

■ ' Leisure is still often perceived as a secondary social need »or proble1% 
by too many handicappa<rs?>okespersons , the public and service providers. 
■However,- recreationalfand eyltural opportunity were among major social concerns" 
'addressed by th6 Confds^ce.N The other major social and special concerns 
' - included civil' rights, s^^iy and multiply-disabled, attitudes, architectural ^ 

accessibility, service del^jery, "minorities, transportation accessibility, 
» "Veterans, communications, psychological adjustment, h|)using and aging. % 

The tw6 one-day sessions dealing! with leisure, that is the Recreation 

• Workshop and the Cultural Worltshop, dealt with a number of problems of definition, 
delivery, unmet needs and goals - but, all from a consumer point Jf view. Th^re 
were 175 ^commendations in the Recreation and Cultural Workshops prepared by the 
White House Staff based on the state and territoriai recemraendations . 

o ■ . • •■ . ^ . ; ■ 
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these two comments are suggestive of th«e made^fby consumers in the Cultural 



and Recreation Workshop^: 
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"Therapy is our work for the day. What >fe J^andicap^Jld need ai^d 
want is a'cultural activity/ We. doq^t^^w^t more work or'roore^ 
therapy which we get plenty of.'^ ^ - • / 

' ' \ \ \ ^ 
^'My two sonsj are mentally retarded end they'. walvt, and I want 
for them, tne opportunity just to part^icipate - not Ito have 
^ therapy, or education, or anythMg, but juS^^to participate and 
enjoy/' ' t * 

The major action taken in those two Workshops was the -adoption of a reso- ^ 
lutibn which ^criticized thevU.S. Bureau of Outdoor Repreaticfn for its general 
inactivity in relation to h^'dicapp^d and urged the Bureau to take on* a substanC, 
tive role in relation to the nation's 3^-pIi^s mil^iion handicapped. This was 
done on May 25. Within two hours, the^new director^pf the Bureau^ Mr. Chris 
Delapotte, appeared before the Workshop to discuss the issues that had been 
raised. (See Appendix C\) y • ' 

^ ' ^ A. 

The next day. May 26, following Mr. Delaporte's official swearing 
Director of the Bureau, he wrote the follpwingjto Joseph J. Margalis/ Peim^l 
vania Delegate, Wilkes-Barre Recreation Board* Members, and a member of the^^ 
Recreat,ion Workshop. 



-'A 



s one of my first commitments I would like your White 
use Conference on Handicapped Individual>^/to know that 
a^ Director I will be open, responsive and sensitive to 
yqur needs^nd desires. 



lere will be specific action taken on all your recoi»ien 
da^iOT^s.*' » ' . " 



c - 



Chris. T. Delaporte 
Director ^ ' ' ^ 
Bui^au of Outdoor Recreation 
U.'S. Department of the Inter/< 
Washington, ^D.Q. 20240 / 
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Civil Rights and the Handicapped 



rirst Longressionai aci protecting tne ixk"*^> '-'^^ Mo,iv*x^»i,^^v*. 
and the regulations that have been issued place the responsibility for, 
the civil rights df^the handicapped squarel;^ on the Federal government 



The 'Rehabilitation Act of 1973, ^P.L. 9,*^- 112' (and amendments, P..L. -?3-516) 
is the *'first Congressional Act protecting the rights of the handicapped/' 
This law. 

assuring ^ .. . n. i • 

and the U.'s. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. The 504 Regulation 
of the Rehabilitation Act. of 1973 -joints TiUe VI of* the Civil Rights Act of 1964 * 
and Title IX of the Education Amendments ;<lf 1972 as ba,sic socikl efforts to . 
assure that minorities experience' equal ity ?)f opportunity in our society. / 
However, handicapped consumers, and handicapped advocates must undertake a massive 
gMSsroots effort arrived at supporting the PederaV law if we are to achieve the 
SOTial progress envisioned in the law. 



HHW Secretary Joseph A. Califano, Jr. 



A * * ' * .' _ ^ J -I ' ^ ^ ' W 

left no doubt that he truly understood and supported the law and the regulations 
J that he had signcfd. It 'is unrealistic to believe that law^ and regulations can 
be implemented based simply oli'Federa]. initiative. Handicapped 'consumers must 
go. to work af the local level. • • . 

New Coalitions • V. ^ - 

, ' f • ' 

There wei^e. D\any new groups that came forward during the Conference. For . 
example, the National Disabled Women's Caucus held its li?st major meeting at 
the Conference. The meeting was attended >y 150 wOraen (and asprinkling of 
\ men) who discussed issues such as double discrimination in piptbyment, housing, 

:>>C*sex education, gynecological and obstetric care, bearing and raising children, 
^ < \ consumerism, and advocacy. M^jor advances were made for disabled women by ^ 
'^^^^V providing an opportunity for personal exchange, among disabled'^women a/id tb^TC-> ^ 
\ cred^ion of a national communication network. 

> ^Other new groups th^t \ame ^forward' included the Religious Cau9usi headed 
by<lHarold H. Wilke of New York; the Child Non-White Caucus; and the Dissident 
Caucus that arrived in Washingt9n witi> tags 5a^ng^ ^'Tm Dissatisfied With 
This Conference-/* ' • n 

Legislation Discussed * • " . 

- A number of %laws and regulations pertinent to recreation which affect the 
handicapped were discussed and/at criticized. Discussion focused on: 

♦Affirmative Action Oblv^atiorvs of Contractors and SubcdVitractors for 
Handicapped Workers. /(See Appendix B.) ' ' 
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'4 *Affirmative Action/Obligations of Contractors and Subcontractors for 

Disabled Veterans/and Veterans of the Vietrtam Era. 

* / * ' ' 

♦Proposed Regula/ion for'P.L. 94-142, Education fot- All .Handicapped Act. ^ ^ 

Progress Through X,\p Conference ' ' * 

During the t/ree work days, the various Workshops and the jt ate Caucuses 
developed over 100 new resolutions and recommendations which wcxc to he* voted 
on at a final Plfnary^ Ses^^On. However, » due to the depth ai)d complexity of 
the issne- involjl^ed the Confe^en^e decided to' take the resolutions back t^ 
their re»p«ctiv^- states for study and subsequent voting for or against by mail 
ballot. For ^oiie this was a disappointment - ntJt bringing the whole matter 
to a dramatic ciose. Others saw this as a bles^ng - being forced to keep the 
wheels turning padk home where it counts. 

N • I ^ . . ' 

The White jlHouse Conference or Handicapped Individuals was a resounding 
success. Handic^apped consumers ana handicapped ladvocates .truly had their day 
,at the seat of the Federal goveminent They were attended to by the President 
ayid senior officials of the .Administration. Elected leaders attended the Con- 
ference and welcomed delegateb to their offices. They witnessed the Federal 
, government responding. 



^ t Agehcies, administrators and professionals listened and learned. The 
Delegates learned from-one another and about one another. Many people said 
they saw mpr^ clearly the wa^^head, how to \yroceed. ^ ^ 

However, there were many points of^isagreem'ents among vie legates and there 
was widSipread dissatisfaction with the **Service Btir^aucracy" (Federal-,- state 

^arid loctff"ioVemment, Hroluntary agencies and the ''professionals/O Many 
assistance programs geem to be Regenerating rather than becoming better, more 
efCe'ctive. Public pre|fudioe, health care,' housing problems, the economic ' 
sqiteeze, unemployment, barriers of all kinds, rton-compliance y^^ith thfie /'Law of 
tfce Land** - taken togethfer these factors mean that beyond the difficulties and 
pain' of daily coprng wyth diseas^e and disability, that being handicapped in 

^our society predisposes a person to hundreds o^problems - big and lit:tle - j 
which greatly reduces his or hei^ability to live independently, to live in 
dignity and to ^participate* in our society to the degree actually possible. - , 

' Thu^,' while incredible gains have been made medically, scientifically; and i 
social rj^, it appears that challenges and problems lie ahead of nb less magnitude 
that those>'that are hehiftd. Years of life, or life itself, have been achieved' 
and recognition must be given to those who have, through their resfearch and skills, 
made this^ossible. Now, the Jiandicapped ancl ^their adypcates must confront. and - 
'Overcome the attitudinal, economic and social yCiuandari es ^h^t-confront us. ^ 

Thi^ conference \elded new awareness ai/d new insig^s. . One thing that Vas 
brought about was a renewed awareness of the underlying g^l of nany delegates 
simply for self-determination ^ j . ^ 



Pxog'r^ss in Leisure and Recreation 

Leisure, recreation' and the arts had a' distinct part in the^^te House 
Conference program. Appendix C reports ma jo/ Recreation Workshop resolutions. 
Appendices D, E, and F report resolutions p/esented at the Open Forum. Appendix 
s"repoxts a resolution adopted by the DissiMe'nt Group. Additional resolutions c 
Ind statemeats related to leisure, recreatioq and the arts have beien and wfT> 
b.e .formulated by various Conference bodies. To gain a full, sense of the^ 
sentiments of the Conference one must read the final report which will be 
available in the fall of 1977. The report will contain all fiifal resolutions 
and will be formally presented to the President ai4d the Congress. 

In variotis ways, the White House Conference represented many advances in 
.leisaife for the person who is handicapped. The Workshops on Recreation and 

Culture, the Workbooks o* Recreation and CUlture, the new Recreation Resolutions^, 
..the exhibits on parks, arts and play as v^ell as the entertainment all served to 

demonstrate a growing awareness of the importance of leisure, the arts, recreation 
^nd parks and culture , in the life o| the person who is handicapp^. 



The Future 



^ The following observations arc maeic. , ^ 

1. '"Based on tho wide attention given to feisure,^ the arts^pcreatieri and 
parks,. play and culture, it is clear the nation's first White H^P Conference 

' ■ • . _ - • • ^ , ^_ 

' ■. ' ' '' J> 



on' HaitdicapJ)ed Individuals perceived leisure fulfillment for the person who 
is handicapped as important. It is significant that comments and resolutions 
addres^ the lack of prpgrams and service's 'and called for the initiation or 
expansion of programs. . ' \ 

2. CommunLty recreation for handicaps d, in the form of special outdoor ^ 
recreatioji ^arks such. as Mountwood Park in Rarkersbarg, West Virginia/the 
Recreation Center for the Handicapped in San rrancisc©. Special Arts Pfogr'ams, 
Special Play Programs, etc., are being started in. many communities. 

3. Th^ handicapped consumer and^an^fcapped advocate y/ants equal oppor- ^ 
tunity *for 'a normal: leisure lifestyle, equal opportunity? in leisure, and basic 
fulfillment or fun from leisure activity. The aims and methologies of commimity 
recreation for .handicapped are consistent with the leisuiie aims and needs 
expressed by the Conferen<^Q, Delegates.* * ^ \ : ' ^ 

4. Based on th^ Senate testimony and statements o£^^^^^oi^£^leaders such 
.as Senator Randolph, Seliator Culver, g^ator Hatch /Senatbt- Stafford as well 
•as House Members such as Representative- Hark'in, Representative F^Of^ and 
Representative Bracffemas and the tremendous deficits that exist, cart anticipate 
distinct, new Federal legislation and programs which address Specifically and ^ 
solely the 170 million daily hours of enforced leisure for handicapped.,^ . ^ 

5. The comments ^nti the views of ^the handicapped and parent Delegates . • ^ 
may' herald a new era ifa recreatioi^ for handicapped. Tlfe traditional providers 

of leisure and rec-wfat^n services, rhat:* is instittitions/agencies ancl the pro- 
fessionals (such as activity 'therapists, recreational therapi-sts, therapeutic'^^ 
recreation l^ecialists*, art therapists, dance therapists, music therapists, 
biblicrtbe'rapists, horticulture"' therapists , ^nd so on as well as teachers, social * 
workers, etc.) may hiv^ to reorient their philosophy in tepas of a client-, 
participant who wishes to pursue self-determination in'leisure, who wants^equal, 
opportunity^n leis&es^nd who desires to live a ndrmal lifestyle similar to an<L 
comparabl-e to oth^r peopre. Oftei), in the past, in^tiKutions/agencies and WjyA 
professionals have delivered programs and'^services that were determined tfated on 
institutional, profe^sidnal and administrative priorities rather than consumer f 
priorities. This institutional Approach may not be acceptable in the future. 

^6. Further, we. can expect in the near "future from the. Federal government: 

a) Actual planning, coordinatioij f^m the Federal government througli . 
a designated agency such as the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation; ^ 

b) increased attention and fjiinding by Federal , agencies and units such 
as Vocational Rehabilitation*, Devel<^pmental , Disabilities, Bureau of Education 
for the Handicapped, etc.; i ^ ^ , 

.t) A long range Federal plan for program, research, training, technical 
assistance and grants in aid so that handicapped may achieve leisilre fulfillment^ 
eqiiar opportunity in leisure and a normal leisure lifestlye; ^ ^ 

d) The enforcement of Federal regulations regarding accessibility to' 
Federdl recreation facilities and accessibj.lity to recreation facilities in. 
Federally Supported institutions as ^elWs Affirmative Action for employment of 
handicapped in America's $200 billfon annual leisure industry. ^ ■ . 

f. It •i's appropriate to consider in light of the White House Conference the 
philosophy and programs of agencies such as the , Committee on Recreation and 



*teisuH of the U^.S. President ' s/ Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, 
the^National Consortium ori Phyjical Ejiacation and Recreation for 'Handicapped 
and'the U.S. Bureau of Edi5cati*n the Handicapped program in recreation. 
FIRST, the philosophy and prorfaift^f ^e COMMITTEE ON RECREATION AND LEISURE 
WThe U.S. President's Cotnui^ee on Employmant of the Handicapped coincides 
. closely ijdth.goals and expecti'^ns of Delegates who were consumers or parents. 
The Committee has been-^^ctivW in ^.loynipnt of handicap^ in leisure service* 
occupations*, has been active /in pififcoting, leisure, .recrea^Qn, park, ■ cultural 
and- play opportunities for clildreff-, youth and adults who are handicapped, aftd; 
veryviignificantly,' has tak^ the lead in Washington, D.C. in exploring the. 
hunanShd, civil ri^ht to lei/s\jre "tf people who are handicapped. Duriag the 
last year the Committee has/conducted, both a 'confrontation mee'ting-l between 
consumers and providers of brofessional leisure VrviceS and a meeting on the 
human and civiT right to pxhlic leisure opportunity. The Committee has been 
. ^he foremost Federal agencf in premoiing and advocat|i>«^ecreational , cultural, 
arts, parks and play oppoT^unit> for handicapped children, youth and adults 



Generally, the Conunittee' 
needs and desires of the 
ecomnendation^ and stat< 
Workshop Workbooks, and 
shop sessions. 



^ g. SECOND, the 
FOR HANDICAPPED is cot 



. philosopjiy and program coincides with the philosophy, 
:onferencc delegates, the Conferehce's 175 or so 
„»ents as presented in the. Recreational and Cultural 
esolutions* and recommendations advanced by the WgrJe*^ 

I QNAL consortium' ON PHYSICAL' EDUCATION AND RECREATION 
sed of individuals from some 40 colleges, universities 



and state and nationil/ agencies . All of these individuals are^fessionals 
' actively involved^n rfre- service training, in-.service training, ifesearch, • _ 
'-^demonstration and speLial projects; The^orfeaniaation is a relatively new one-^ 
"^'aeaicated* to e^changJ of .professional information and the promotion of adapted 
physical education a*d therapeutic recreation service.' The g6als and program 
of the National-i:ond|brtiicR are compd.tible with the aims and expectations ♦ ^ 
express.ed by the Co/ference /Delegates. ■ But, by no means does- the National 
Consortium purport fto represent handicapped consumers or parents and ^friends 
.. / , rrrJ ^ Qj^g might! observe that jfhe Conference points up the 



of handicapped, 
needs genei'ally 
would represent 
broad interests 



fch a* national effort-, jfossibly a national organisation, that 
insumers, parents or guardians of -handicapped and those with 
the needs and interests of people who are handicapped. 

. ' ' 

la to be .touched on-is the NATIONAL INSTITUTE O N COMMUNITY 

PPEDl project as an example of projects funded by the 

BUREAU OF i^DUgATtON 70R THE HANDICATPED . In general, a number of the 



, - 9. The,TH] 
RECREATION FOR 
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special projec/s supported by the "Bureau (the national Project Aquatics Mam- 
streaming conducted out of Longview, Washir^gton with the assistance of the 
•Natironal Staff "of the YMCA, thfe Hew Jersey State Demonstration of Statewide 
In-service C^nprehensive Training in, Community Recreation for Handicapped and 
■so on) are highly compatible with the aims, needs and desires expressed m . 
Jtarious way/ by and through the White Hous^e Conference." For example, th.e 
* National' Iiititute on Community Recreation, for. Handicapped which we are con- . 
■ ducting atr/the University of Iowa places primary emphasis on consumer models , 
- and consudbr leisu?^ competencies whiVt lead tb individual choice and self- 
determina/ion in leisured by the person h^io is handicapped. .It also emphasizes^ 
leisure ^vocacy models and new programs and services such is thr Recreation 
Ceriters /of - the HandicappedN^r^ San Franc i scq^ and in Washington, D.C-:, the 
Mountwo^ Park fs>r the Handicapped, in Parkersburg . West Virginia,', and so on. 



iti 



Based OB. the strong support .%hat tHe^U.S.' Bureau of Education .for, the H^ndi- 
■ capped has provided for recreation training, resea.rch and ^eci,^. projects i 
woSd appear that the greatest need &t the present time is for greater aware^ 
ness 'ajnong cons-umer and advocacy groups" of the gains that have beep macje ^ . 
through and by the Bureau. " * ' ," ' 

10 It was dramatically shoWn .thrSugh the White House Conference that the 
leisure and recreation needs of the nation ^s 35 million handicapped is low 

orlty on list .net list. TT^eMei'sure needs of the handicapped are on the 
'low p/iority'. list of every Fedei^l agency. - every single Agency. The leisure 
needs of the handicapped ve on the - tow priority; list "^^^""^J • , 

^olunta^ health agen^^ - eVery one. .And, the leisure "^f J, f :^^^^^;'.;JtPPt^y 
consumers themselves and thair parents or. guardians are on the low low PTi^^ty 
Ust of every professional, or rehabilitation organization. 0"^^ F°"P^, ^"^^"^ 
the National Wheelchair Basketball Association or^tlie National. Blind Gplfers 
. Association put leisure need,, and aspirations., of handicapped number one and 
these organiUtions-do not deal, by definition, with the brqad recreational, 
• 'cultural Sd- leisure needs of all 35 million handicapped - the unemployed dis- 
ab ed wLan: the institutionalized person or the .multiply or -verly ha^^^capped 
person. Jhere is. a need for a national oi^anizat^on f^f-^o;!/ a ^ide 

- leisure needs and desires of handicapped consumers and ^ J^^^^J^^^ 

wfire-to be-employed in establishing the composition- of an organization such as 
aSIierican Special Recreation Association, the formula- mi gh^^be similar to 
tffe one used -by the White House -Conference, i'.e., 50 per cent People who are 
handicapped, 25 per cent parents and guardians of -jf ."^'^f/^/f/:^ " ^ 

ana 25 per 'C^nt^eople vh9 are^hfo^fli/ interested m ^ field. ™re -is no 

b^sed naSnal o^aSization in the United States that champions the 
lefture rteeds, rights aSd desires (that is. leisure, arts, recreation and , 
parks, play and, culture) of people who are handicapped. , 
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rti' RELEASE .UPON*.bEllVERY (APPllpXIMATELY 8:30 P.M.^ 



. ♦ . - "^rREMARKS Of 

; SECRETARY JOSEPH' A.. CALLPANO.. JR, 

AT THE- - ^ 



WHLTB house conference on HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS 



May ?3, 1977 



Good evening, '.and' a ver^F-Jtarm welcome to th* White 
House ConfeVence oi\ HandiCap^ed Individuals. 



one 



White House Conterence is catalytic event 
f hat focVises concerns and develops ^an agenda 'Sor action oji 
matters of the greatest national importance. 



Tonight you embark gji this Cfinference with three ^vital- 



goals 



«4' 



V 



* Rirst, .to provide a national assessnent of 
pi \ ^ . - 

the problems and the potentials of individutli 

with mental or physical handicaps; ^ 

Second, to generate a national awareness of 
these problems which have meant that handi- 
/capped individuals Tiave in the past ^een ^ 
an oppressed mitiority, subject' to' unconscion- 
ab.le discrimination, beset by demoraUzinJ 
' 10 # ' . 



.indignit^li^ detpured out of the mainstream of • 



• <Amer^an life and unable to secure th^ir rightful 
( * place SIS full and independent citizens; and 
^ .• 'Third, to. make recommendations to the President . 
' and to the Congress which^ if implemented, will 
enable individuals with handicaps tp lead proud 
^ ind productive .-live/T, despite their disabilities. 

, V Too often, howe^ver, the promise 6f a White House 

Conference has not been realized after the hotels have ^ 
^emptied and the media have carried away^heir cameras and ' 
typewriters. - • 
^ But I know that this 'Confierence will be different,- 

•I know it will b« different, in part, because of the 
fine leadership" provided to you by Henry Viscardi, Jr./ 
' Chairman of the White House Conference, and by^JacR F.. 
Smitft Executive Director of the , Conference. "They, and 
their many "co-workers , have been sensitive to the strong 
demands from all ytSu here tonight, and frero the 
• millic^hs of handicapped. .citizen's whom y6u represent -- that 
^ the Conference emphasize practical, substantive issues that 
directly affect the. lives of Americans with disa]S)ilities. 

But the promise of this Conferente will be realized fo 
another, more profound reason. * • 



1 We ar^ noH entering a new era of >c4vil rights ^£or the 
hanidicapped individuals of America. . ' - *' 

. . \ And we will not*turn bacTc. ^ - ' - 
^- For too long, Anier ica's . handicapped individu*]^ have 
been victimized by demeaiSing practices and injusti/^esTput 
now t.here is retognition thdt unjust dbstaqlej^ tfo^self^ 
determination and fair treatlhent pust, 'fall before tlie^*torce * 
ofc >ttw. an understanding that the4iatioh a^ a whole must 
l^end'tiie shameful neglect of h^inJllcapped citizens and h^j 
translate many of their legitimate neods into legal rights 
and .meu^gful, 'programs. . * . • 

Last month, I signed a regulation imJ)lementirtj-7Section 
504^ the Rehabilitation Act of 1973*. As you ;know"%ril. 
Section 504 prohibits discrimination solely oii tlu(^^basis of 
handicap? against otherwise qualified handicappjjd indivi^uaisy 
in programs receiving federal financial assistance. 

The 504 regulation is a landmark in the quest of handi- 
capped citiic^s for equal treatment, and it will be a fundamental 
guidepost to* the^ new era of civil rights for the handicapped. \ 
It calls for the following dramatic changes in the actions and 
attitudes of institutions and individuals, who are recipaents 

* • 

of funds from the Department of Health, Education and Welfare:, 
• All new facilities mtist be barrier-free, i.o>, 

* readily accessible. to and useable by handicapped , 
individuals. 



• . Programs' or activities in existing facilities mast 
'be- "made accessible to the handicapped within 60^ 
day's, arid, if no oth^r \alt6rnat ives --: 
reass.igninent of claW^s or home visits 
achieve program accessj^ity, structuyd dhangt 
in the facili^S must be made .withii 
No 'except ions to the program accessibility, 
m'ent will be difowed.' • 



#1 



lAployers'may nat refuse to hyte handle 
persons, if reasd*iable accamn/odations 
bo^ the'm to an individual ' s ^ndicap and 
handicap does not. impair the ability of th6- 
•applic/nt or employer "lo do^the' specif ic ijob . 




the 



• • ^ Em'ployers may not requ-ire preremployment 

physical examinations and may not *make a pre- . 

employment inquiry about whether % person- is 'i. 
/ handicapped, or th^ nature or severity of h^' / 

handicap, althou^ employers mky make a pre"-^ / 
^ employment ^nquipy into an applicant's ability 

to perform* job-related functions. 

• Every handicapped child will be entitled to^free 
^ public education appropriate' to his or- her 
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individual needs, regardless of the nature or 
severity <5f the handicaji. 'In those unusual 
cases where placement in a special residential 
settfng is necessary, pyblic aufhp^ities .Will, 
' be financially responsible fo*r . tuition ,, rpom . 
and apard. ■ • . 

• 7 '• ' ' ' . 

Handicapped children must «not bef '!5egregaA:ed m 

* th^pubiic schools,, but must be feducated with 
■# -^he hon-handicap'ped in regular Classrooms fo 

i-' \ . ' ' • 

the maximum extent pOs^yioFe. . ■ - 



Educational institutioj)s and other, social seivice 
programs must provide 'auxiliary aids,'slkh as 
readers\in School libraries or interpreters for 
the deaf, .to ensure full participatioT: of handi- 
capped pers#ns. . y ar' . 

• • - ■ \\- - 

All recipients of H£W funds mustv complete Withm 
one year a self -evaluation process, in consulta- / 
tion with handicapped individuals and o-rgan>zaJ;4j^ , 
to determine which of their policies and practirtes'^ 
need to be changed to assure etjual opportunity/ tor 
handicapped Americans. ' 



" .16- 



Secttion S04 and- the 504 gegulatipn- constitute a striking 
recagniiion of the civil rights of America's handicapped 
citizens,' just as Title VI .of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and Title IX of the Education Amendments .of 1972 , and their, 
companion regulations , ^^are critical elemei^ts in the structure 
of law protecting the civil rights of racial minorities and 
women, ,\ ^ . . 

But weupust now begin the prpcess of^making the new 
regulation a reality for handicapped Americans. 

I pledge that this protess will be monltorjed forcefully,^ 
fairly and expeditiously by HEW. There ax^ firni^ time^bles 
in the regulation. V)fe should stick' to them. 

Let me briefly share with you some of. the steps we have 
taken or will take to assure ^compliance with the 504 regu- 
lation. ' . ^ ^ 
We have an om^ptanding new ^am of -leaders in HEW's 
Office for Qivil Rights, headed by David Tate/1, a distinguished 
attorney with broad civil rfghts experience, * 

Jtfe, }\ave begun work with the ot^r Federal agencies and 
departments which will be issuing regulations 'similar to the 
504 regulation and that will apply to all recipients of ^ 
federal funds, ^ • 

We have already begun last week to mail out 36,000 
assurance of compliance fprms to HEW recipients, - These are'' 

• ■ . • . ' I 

1517 • . / 
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due back on July Sth^ And. if we do not get a timely and 
adequate response, we' will move immediately to enforce this 

requirement. ... 

. we will, be ready to begin processing complaints brought 
under Section 504 by June 1st. (5ver 200 complaints have 
been filed wAth the Department. ^- ^ ^ '' ' 

We have prepared, and begun to distribute, braille and 
'recorded copies of the 504 .Regulation so that handicapped 
citizens can learn f iif sthand-|.f thei^ rights." 

' We have planned -- and will soon begin.-- a^major 
public awareness -campaign thai will inform handicapped, 
individuals of their rights, recipients of fheir' bbl igations, 
and the American people, including business. and labor^,^ l^bout 
the striking new change ^aw. Bchools%hould understand 
maiivstreaming; colleges should learn about th^ program 
accessibility requirements; other recipient^'should -understand 
how to restructure jobs; and myths about handicapped and . 
disabled people must be dispelled. % manual 'explaiijing 50^ 
will soon be ready for wide 'distribution. 

'we will develop a tecftnicai assistance unit' to assist 
recipients in complying witli important requirements like ' 
, mainstreaming and program accessibility. 

We have established a new position in the Office for^ 
Civil Rights the Deputy for>rogram Revi 
work directly with the other divisions of H 
gram officers include civil rights compliance foquirem?nts 
in their basic operations^ *r 



• w,ho_ will • 
■W so that pro'- 
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Through these and other measure's," the Section 504 
regulation can work. 

But voluntary compliance, aidfd by deep involvement of 
handicapped citizens and groups, will make t^e regulation 
"work far more quickly. If handicapped individuals, recipients, 
leaders in public *nd private life, and the Federal govern- 
ment can be guided by sensitivity, fairness and common 
sense, then the regulation can immediately become a charter 
of equal opportunity, not an invita^tion to litigation. 

But ending discrimination is only the first step in 
assuring^ that- ha-ndicapped citizens can assume their rightful 

^ . - ' 

•role as participants, tiG^ the fullest %xteflt -possible , in 
American society. . « . . 

As the next three days will demonstrate, the task of 

' ■ f 

guaranteeing that handicapped individuals have equal oppor- 
tunities in fact, and not just under th€^ law, will require 
initiatives in manj'- facets of our social and economic life. 

For example, the Disability Insurance^jrogram, par^ of 
HEW s SociaPl Security Administration, faces serious fi^cial 

problems. ■ - ' 

The program provides monthly cash payments to, severely ' 
disabled adults who have work 'experience coffered by Social 
Security. Four million disabled individuals and tjxeir ^ 
families receive benefits from the Disarb;lity Insura^ncf 
• program. More than $7 billion- is paid out annually to. these 
beneficiaries. 

As you know, iPresidintlCarter has recently sent CpngVess 
a proposal for restoring the sound financial status ^of the 

• 19 , ^ ^ 



fecial • securitf'sy stem, an^ the- most >f gent priority in th|it 

package is re<^toring the fiscal integpity of the Disabijlity 

Insurance program.^ Without the legislation which we are 

sending to Congress, the Disability Insurance Trust Fund 

V \ , . = • 

would be in default in 1979, bankrupting the Disability v^ji 

/ ^ ^ • 

Insulrance program. > 

President Qarter pl-ans^ to correct the deceit in the 

Disability Trust Fond, nqt by adding to the tax burdenis ofN 

the low- income worker, but by .r.aistfiig the wage base for \ 

employers and mOre equitably . spreading the costs. f i 

^ With your support President Cat'ter's proposals can / 

ensure that disabled individuals ■ covered by Social Security 

continue to deceive cash benefits. Millions of handicapped 

Americans deserve , to have their confidence in the Socia^ 

Security systenf restored. ^/ 

' > / ' 

During the next few days, you will discuss and/debate. 

many issues that, like the health of the Disability Insurance 

program, are of great s.ignif ^cance to handi^>^ped Americans* 

On Thursday, I >ope tq return to you and (i,^s cuss the 

work of the Conference and where w^ go from heTe.\ v 

But for now I just want to stress the -wa-rmth 3^ 

welcome to you, to echo President Car ter ' s strong words^ d*^ 

support, and to thank you for the wisdom you will share 

with us and for the courage you have sTiown AF"^ 

AmericaiT people. 
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U.S. Department of Labor 
Program Highlights 




Consumer Information Leaflet No 76-34 (ESA-10) , June 1976 

FACT SHEET ^ 

* f 

FEDERAL EQUAL EMPLOYMENT/OPPORTUNITY REQUIREMENTS FOR HIRING ANlT^ 
PROMOTING THE HANDICAPPED , 

What are^hey? Section 503 >of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits* 
most eitqployers doing business for federaj. government J^om discriminating 
in eroplo^^ment against the hkndicapped. These employers must alsp take 
measures to hire cuid promote qualified handicapped ^ersons^ 

Enforcement : Primarily by the Office of Federal Contract Compliance , 
' " Employment Standards Administratioh. 




Co<^rage: j ' • . , 

Employers/ Those with a. contract or subcontract with federal 
government for $2,500 o^ more of supplies or services or use 
property. 1 , \ 

/ " \ • ^ 

Handicapped > /Persons whb^/(l) have a physical or mental impairment 
which substantially limits one o» mc5re major life activities, (2) 
a re core! of such imp2urment or (3) are Regarded as having such an 
impairment, A handicapped* person is -substantially limited* if likely, 
to. find di^fficulty in securing, retaining or advancing in employment 
because of ^andicap. 

Affirmative action: Affected en¥>loyers must take affirmative action , 
to hire and promote qualified handicapped ^>ersons. A^finp^tive action 
measures cov*?r the gamut of employment and personnel practices, such 
as recruitmer.t , htring, rates of pay^ upgrading, demotion and 
•election for training • ^ J 

• . ^ 7 ' ^ . 

— Covered employers must include in^ach federal contract a •ectixmr 

s^t^TttWr by regulation, called an affirmative - action clause. -This 
clause commit the employer to heeding federal reqjiirements for 
hiring and promoting the handicapped. 

Employers with a .contract of $50,OaO o.r tftore an««60 or more 
employees must prepare ^ind keep on file a-Written affirmative action 
program for each establishment. The programs ^hall be reviewed and 
tipdated annually. > 

Complaints: File pers6nklly '-or by authorized 'representative within 

days fro m the date of. alleged violation with Darector. Office of 
Federal Contract Compliance Programs, U.L. Dept. of Labor, Washington, 
D.C.' 



Tn,s one o^ a s^.es ot fact sneers n.gn.g.fnc U S Departmem ^f Lao. • p' • Q^a- s it -s -nieno.. as a qenerai description 



only and does no' rait\ tie fo'ce of leq^' opt c 
■J 
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Further infoAnation; .Available from local office of Federal Contract 
Compliance Programs, listed in most p'honebooks under: U»S.. Government, 
Department ef Labor, Eniployment Standards Administration. 'See also 
code ot Federal Regulations , Chapter 60, Part 60-741 (published in 
Federal Regi^er , April 16, 1976. - 



Appendix C 



.BOR and the Handicapped Resolution (May 25)^ 
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>The fojlowing resolution was, adopted by the WHCIJI Workshop IV Social Conqems (2) , 
RECREATION: \ • . ^ * 

WHEREAS, recreation Pta- leisufe opportunity and services for Americans 35-plus 
million haVidicapped individuals hav/ been assigned very low priority or 
no priority by Federal agencies, notably the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, 
Rehabilitation Services Administration, the Commission on Agiivg, and the 
Office of Handicapped Individuals; and,, S " , I , * 

WHEREAS, the Nationwide Outdoor Recreation Plan pr^epared by the Bureau of , 
Outdoor Recreation purposely deleted rationale, planning, and attention 
to the needs of America's 35'-plus. million handicapped individuals; and " 

• ° ' .■ ' " 

WffiREAS,Whe Plan sidesteppfed operational and' fiscal responsibility by assigning 
this function to State and local governments; and 

r 

WHEREAS, these §io actions are whoUy inconsistenj: with the ohilosophjr and- * ^ 
responsibility exercised" by th}e Federal government in other areasxsuch 
employment, education, health care, and social security; and \ , 

J40W THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, Shall 
' immediately undertake the preparation of a revised Nationwide Outdoor 
Recreation Plan to meet the needs of America's 35-plu^jin.llion handicapped 

individuals; and 

' . r 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the President of the United States of America 
mandate a report from all cabinet- members on existing propams, theix 
level of authorization, and th^ir level of funding; and that a Plan be 
developed which will address the needs of the Nation's handicafped, that 
authorization/ funding levels of progr^s and services, research, training, 
technical assistance, and demon sti^t ion programs be provided and that 
responsibility be assigned to the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation with the , 
directive that other appropriate Federal agencies and commissions shall 
cooperate with the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation to achieve the goal ot 
' meeting the recreation anct leisure^eeds of the total population. 

The resolution was introduced hy Calvin Jondle, Iowa Delegate, Waterloo, 
• Iowa.' Following the adoption of the resolution By the Workshop session, 
delegates ^rom the following states obtained copies df the resolution for their 
state- caucuses; Alaska (Mark Oliger), California Mickey Christiansen^ 
Colorado (Janet Anderson), Delaware CBofinie Fairchild), Florida (Sara Hurdle) , 
Indiana (Norton Brown)^^a (G^Tvin Jondle)' Ka«»»6 (Kenneth C Lark) ,. 
Kentucky (Wilma V^nLandingham) , .Lousiana (Perry^TUlman, III) . Maine (Jan K. 
R^ass), Massachusetts (Franck Rebstad) , Michigan, (John Hogg>, New Jersey 
(Patricia M. Shillingburyh New Mexico (P'^^ thanks) ,^North Caro ina(^^^^^ 
.VanAndel), North Dakota ' CRuth E".' Erickson) , Ohio (Myrtle McCJand), Oregon 

L 



(Dennis Calorie and Terry Hooton), Pennsylvania (Joe Margalis), Puer^ Rica ' 
(Iraida Cortes)^ Tennessee^Cloyd E, Litle), Te*as (Don DrewryJ, Virginia. 
(Joseph. F. Lytle, *Jr.), West Virginia (Florence Merow and Ed Lehew), and 
^Wisconsin-^M. ' Lashook) . A sufficient number of State Caucuses ^passed' the 
resolution to have, if placed before the Delegate Assembly for adopti6n by that 
'body also. This, additional vote will be^taken by mail ballot of the State 
Delegations. . 




♦STATUS OF 'RESOLUTipN 

. ^ This resplut.ion was adopted by a sufficient number of State Caucuses to 
thV White House Conference to ^e among the 100 and more resultions submitted 
to the Delegate Assembly for ffrmal adoption by the confertnce^ at large. The 
resolution was- among those printed and sent to, the 56 State ands^rritorial 
Delegations for final vote. % ^ ^ 
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Open Forum pn Isslies, Ne^ds 

Two special se'ssions w^re held during the Conference devot^ed to hearing 
reoorts resolufions and statements on issues, unmet -pehl ems and needs. 

s;s"ons we?e held Tue|day and We^nesd^y,\May jTInd '25. The follo«.ing - 
resolutions, were introduced' at the Open .Forum, sessio^is. Following the Con- • 
ference, they are to be studied by the- National PlaAnmg and Advi^ry .Council 
to the White House Conference on Handj.ca£i)ed Individuals, v * . 

* '>>•., . 

^ . 5 *■ * - ■ • " ' 

Leisure Equality for Handicapped Resolution (May 24) • 

WHEREAS, people who are handicapped do not have' equitable a'cpess to the American 
leisure lifestyle, and which represent $200 billion in Gto&s National 
Leisure Consurajkioh annually; and ^, ' ^ ' ^ 

WHEREAS, people,who are ha;ndi capped, are not provided professional recreation 
service by 9() per cent of public- "j^creation and park departments; and • 

WHEREAS, people who are handicapped' are deni-ed access to 90 pe^-cent of the . - 
nation's local, state and national recreation facilities and parks; and 

WHEREAS leisUrrTTa primary means of achieving personal fulfillmenit for 

millions of unemployedSiandicapped men, two mUlion uneniployed handicapped 
women and millions of handicapped employed only part-time; ^d 

" WHEREAS-, people, who are handicapped' are enti^tled to equal opportunity for 
leisure fulfillment and are entitled to a normal leisure lifestyle; 

THEREFORE ' BE IT RESOLVED THAT the White House Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals urges the Congress and the 'President to take measures to 
assure to people who- are handicapped that they achieve leisure fulfillment, 
that they achieve equal opportunity i^^ leisure and that they achieve 
a normal leisure lifestyle. ^ ^ 



/ 



"STATUS OF RESOLUTION 



^ This resolution was he^rd by an^en Forum SpeciafMJaijel and Submitted 
• to the National-Planning and Advisory Council to the Whit,e House Council on 
SLidicapped Individuals' If adopted by the Council the resolution wil appear 
in the report-of the White House Council Conference on Handicapped Individuals 
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Open Forum on Issues-, Netds, • . , , 

Two special sessions were "held during' t>e Conference devoted to heafl*ng ; 
•reports, resolutions and statements on'ipues,, unmet probleiq? and needs. 
The'se sessions were heia .Tuesday ^d Wednesday, May 24. and 25. The following 
resolutions were introduced at the Open Forum sessions. Following the Con- 
.ference, they are to be studied by the National Planning and AdVisory Council, 
to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. , 



Recreation Facility Acce ssibility for. Handicapped Resolution (May 25) 

— — ^ ^ V 

* 

WHEREAS, the Public Hearings conducted by the Architectural and .Transportatioli 
^ Barriers'Compliance Board, October '20-21, in Boston depicted massive 
• . non-compliance with tl>e legal right of the hartdicapped to access, to rec- - 
reation facilities;. t • * , • ^ ~T • . 

THERiEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT immediate measures be taken''ta provide direct 
organized disabled consumer review of progress on compliance with the 
Rehabilitation Act- of 1973, Sections 504, P.L. 93-142 and the Architectural 
Barriers Act of 1968, P.U 90-480. • " . ; . . ^ ' 



^ . ■ - \ 



♦STATUS OF RESOLinj:ON 

This resolution was heard V an Open Forum Special Panel" and submitted . 
' to the .Natfonal Planning and Advisory Council to the White House Councj^l on 
Handicapped Individuals. : If adopted by the Councivithe resolution will appear 
in the report of the "White House Council'Conference on Handicapped ^Individuals. 
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Op«n Fonim on Issues, Needs , ' ^ 

"^"^"""^o special ses-Sions were held during the Conference devoted to hearing 
reports, resolutions and statements on issues, unmet problems and ne6ds. 
These sessions were held ffuesday and Wednesday, May 24 and 25. The following 
resolutions were introduced at the Open Forum Siessioivs/ Following the Con- 
ference, they aie to be studied by the National Planning and Advisory Council 
to the White House Conference »on Handicapped Individuals. 




ices, both 
e who are 



Federal Funding for Local Recreation for Handicapped Resolution '(May 25) 

\ \ 

WHEREAS,' local community recreation and leisure programs ai 
^ urban and. rural, are ver^y limit;ed or non-existent for 
handicapped; and - * 

iKf-; ^; . / r- 

WHEREAS, those new programs and services that are being deVeioited on a trial / 
basis^rely heavily on non-local or state-federal funds; and ^ 

WHEREAS^ sj^te level funding, technical /assistance and trainingyfc support 

^ of local recreation and leisure service flor han4icapped ar^irtuall:^ . p 
non-existent with but few exceptions; am * ^ ^ 

WHEREAS, Federal programs such as Vocational I phabilitation, Developmental 
* Disabilities, Bureau 6f Education for the Handicapped, Cgmmission on 
Aging, and Social Security have provided precedent setting, but very 
limited funding for state and local, recreation for handicapped programs 
and service; 

THEREFORE,'' PE IT RE30LVED DMf^ the means be established to' facilitate funding 
' by the above cited as welL^as other appropriate agencies for fecreation 
^ and leisure opportunity and services for handicapped; and 



BE IT FURTOER RESOLVED that guidelines for the dispersjn^nf of such funds 
* include an emphasis on encouraging consumerism and consumer groups, 
encouraging employment of handicapped in full-time and part-time roles 
and, due consideration of "^assumption of fiscal responsibility by local 
authorities. 



♦STATUS OF" RESOLUTION 



This resolution was heai^ by in Open Forum Special Panel anj^ubmitted 
to the National Planning and^dvisory Council to the White ^ou^ Council on 
Handicapped Individuals. If adopted by t^>e Council the resolution will appear 
in the report of the White House Council Conference on 4iandi capped Individuals. 
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Appendix u 

4' 



Federal Leisure En ffan chi semen t for the Handicapped Resolution (May 26) 



An informal dissident group met during the White House Confetence.^ 
Their meetings and activities dramatized the group's stand against oppression 
of handicapped, against prejudice towards the h^dicapped, .against Federal and 
State bureaucracy, and against 'professional' artH 'institutional' herding of 
handicapped.' The following resolution was adopted by the dissident groiq) as 
part of a general statement prepare^^ and adopted by the informal group, . ^ 



.WHEREAS, the leisure ijeeds of handicapped chiWren, youth, adults and aged ^ 
are largely ignored by medical, educational, social, vocatiojial, recrea- 
tional, arts and cultural services; and 

WHEREAS, 35-plus million handicapped daily accumulate 170-plus million enforced, 
^ empty hours of enforced leisure fier dajr , this in denial ofe leisure fulfill- 
ment, denial of recreation, parks, cultural-iamd arts opportunity, dejSpM 
of ^qual opportunity, and denial of a normal American life style; 
• * ' ' . ^ ^ 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT measures should be tafken by the President . and 
the Congress to ensure that all Federal agencies and programs respond 
immediately .to this massive dis enfranchisement of 35-plus million Americans 




*STATUS 01* RE^LUTKN > 

This resolution is part, of th^ general statement that was prepared by the 
•dissident group.' The entire statement was presented to the National Planning 
and Advisory. Council to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 
with the. request that the statement be published as part of the overal^tonfer- 
ence report . "i - . _ 



